
What can the worship of the Hindu Creator God 
by Thai Buddhists tell us about the limitations of 
Western understandings of Religion?

Nathan McGovern is a fourth-year graduate student in the 
Department of Religious Studies at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, studying South Asian religions and Thai Buddhism. 
He is currently researching Thai religion in preparation for his PhD 
dissertation, in which he will compare the roles Brahmanical and 
Buddhist monastic lineages played in Thai history and monarchical 
institutions.
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