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Vidya Dehejia provides a preview from her forth-
coming book, The Body Adorned, which addresses 

the dominance of the human form in India’s  art, 
the sensuous nature of the imagery used to 

portray deities to be  approached with ven-
eration, the intimate portrayal of divine 
couples, and  the manner in which sa-
cred spaces happily accommodate what 
might be  termed “profane” imagery.

Dr. Dehejia has authored over twen-
ty major books and numerous arti-
cles on Indian art history, Buddhist 
archaeology, and Tamil devotional 
poetry. As the deputy director 

and chief curator of the Smith-
sonian’s Freer Gallery and the 

Arthur M. Sackler Gallery 
from 1994–2002, she or-
ganized several important 
exhibitions, including 
“The Sensuous and the 
Sacred: Chola Bronzes 
from South India.”

To the Divine Through Beauty


